[Use of the mammary artery in coronary revascularization].
From August 1983 through December 1985 1088 patients underwent coronary surgery. 406 (37%) received a single or bilateral internal mammary artery (IMA) graft with single or sequential anastomoses. The youngest patient was 6 years old, the oldest 75, with a mean age of 55.7 years. A total of 672 IMA anastomoses was constructed. In addition 348 patients received 610 saphenous vein grafts. 83% of the IMA were anastomosed to the LAD and its branches, 12% to the circumflex and 5% to the right coronary artery. 4 patients (0.98%) died postoperatively, 402 survived and are free of angina. In our experience the IMA can be used routinely with low operative risk and good results.